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Also, there are several consent pages contained herein that require your immediate 
review and signature. If a consent form is not on file for your Camper to participate 
in a given activity, your Camper will not be allowed to participate. As such, please 
review this Handbook in its entirety, complete the consent forms, and return the 
documents to the camp staff. 

We fully realize that there are several options as to where you choose to enroll your 
Camper for summer fun and activities. We are thankful you have chosen our loving 
Christian environment, and we hope that you will be thankful as well! 

Sincerely, 
Rev. Mike Haywood 
Director of Children’s Ministry. 
Camp Kids of The Bend©

Get ready for the ultimate eight weeks of exhilarating fun and excitement as 
campers discover the talents and interests of the fantastic kid within! While many 
children look forward to summer, many parents labor over finding fun activities for 
their kids during the long summer break. Thankfully, The Fort Bend Church “CAMP 
KIDS OF THE BEND” offers a variety of things to do, ranging from adventure and 
excursions to Bible Studies and water fun. Campers can register anywhere from 
one week of Camp to the full six weeks of a fun-filled summer. Every day is a new 
fun-filled experience. 

DEAR PARENTS OR GUARDIANS 
OF CAMP KIDS OF THE BEND© CAMPERS

The one-time $50.00 registration fee is non-refundable. No refunds will be issued for 
unattended camp dates. A link will be provided for weekly payment. All payments 
are due close of business (5:00 PM) the Thursday before the start of the camp week. If 
payment is not made, your Camper will not be eligible for the week.

The pick-up and drop-off of children should be completed outside unless the 
operation determines there is a legitimate need for the parent to enter. Should 
the parent have a need to enter the operation, the parent must be screened by 
the operation as outlined in the C.D.C. protocol. 
Hand hygiene stations will be set up at the entrance of the facility so 
that children can clean their hands before they enter. 

CREDIT/REFUND POLICY

DROP OFF AND PICK-UP

Individuals must be screened every day before entering the facility: Operations staff; 
persons with legal authority to enter, including law enforcement officers, Texas 
Rising Star staff, Licensing staff, and Department of Family and Protective Services 
staff; Professionals providing services to children; Children enrolled at the 
operation; and Parents who have children enrolled and present at the operation. 
Parents should only enter the childcare center when necessary. 
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Drop off, and Pick-up will occur at the East end of “The Legacy Center” under the 
covered driveway. Anyone attempting to pick up a child who is not on the list of 
approved persons as provided on the Camper’s registration form submitted by the 
parent/guardian who registered the Camper will not be allowed to do so. Suppose 
a parent wishes to add persons to their list of approved persons to pick up their 
Camper after they have initially submitted the information form for their child. In 
that case, they may do so only in person, and the addition must be witnessed by a 
Camp Kids of The Bend© staff member. 
NOTE: Camper may not arrive later than 9:00 a.m. Any Camper arriving after 9:00 
a.m. will not be permitted to enter per. 

EARLY DROP-OFF & LATE PICK-UP 
Campers should not arrive any earlier than 10 minutes before the arrival time as 
detailed on their registration information. Children should be picked up no later 
than their required pick-up time (6:00 p.m.). A late pick-up fee of $10.00 per 
5-minute interval up to 30 minutes will be assessed beginning at 6:05 p.m. 
(STRICTLY ENFORCED) 
NOTE: Should an unforeseen circumstance arise, please contact Rev. Michael 
Haywood, Camp Director, to discuss potential arrangements. 

We will not allow employees or children with the new or worsening signs or 
symptoms listed above to return to work until: 
- In the case of an employee who was diagnosed with COVID-19, the individual may 
return to work when all three of the following criteria are met: at least three days 
(72 hours) have passed since recovery (resolution of fever without the use of fever-re-
ducing medications); the individual has improvement in respiratory symptoms (e.g., 
cough, shortness of breath); and at least ten days have passed since symptoms first 
appeared; or 
- In the case of an employee who has symptoms that could be COVID-19 and does 
not get evaluated by a medical professional or tested for COVID-19, the individual 
is assumed to have COVID-19, and the individual may not return to work until the 
individual has completed the same three-step criteria listed above; or 
- If the employee has symptoms that could be COVID-19 and wants to return to 
work before completing the above self-isolation period, the individual must obtain 
a medical professional’s note clearing the individual for the return based on an al-
ternative diagnosis. 

We will screen those entering the facility before entering the child care center. We 
will send home any employee or child who has any of the following new or worsen-
ing signs or symptoms of possible COVID-19: 
- Cough 
- Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 
- Chills 
- Repeated shaking with chills 
- Muscle pain 
- Headache 
- Sore throat 
- Loss of taste or smell 
- Diarrhea 
- Feeling feverish or a measured temperature greater than or equal to 100.0 
  degrees Fahrenheit 
- Known close contact with a person who is lab-confirmed to have COVID-19
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We will not allow any employee or child with known close contact with a person 
who is lab-confirmed to have COVID-19 to return to work until the end of the 14 days 
self-quarantine period from the last date of exposure (with an exception granted for 
health care workers and critical infrastructure workers). 

VISITORS 
If you plan to participate in any field trips with your Camper, please inform the 
camp staff before that date. Please be aware of the following: transportation of any 
persons other than those registered as campers or employed as camp staff in vehi-
cles contracted for purposes of traveling to and from camp destinations is strictly 
prohibited; All costs associated with participation in field trips (i.e., tickets, entry 
fees, parking, etc.) are the sole responsibility of the non-camper. Should you wish to 
have lunch with your Camper, we ask that you limit the persons having lunch with 
your Camper to immediate family, siblings, or persons listed as approved persons 
for pick-up/drop-off of your Camper. Before/after lunch, participation in camp 
activities by persons not enrolled in Camp is prohibited. 

       Child care programs are encouraged to implement sick leave policies that 
permit staff who are symptomatic, particularly high-risk individuals, to stay at home.
 
      If staff members believe they have had close contact with someone with 
COVID-19 but are not currently sick, they should monitor their health for the above 
symptoms during the 14 days after the last day they were in close contact with the 
individual with COVID-19. 

     If a parent believes that they or the child has had close contact with someone 
with COVID-19 but is not currently sick, they should monitor their health for the 
above symptoms during the 14 days after the last day they were in close contact 
with the individual with COVID-19. 

       We encourage all of our Camp Kids of The Bend staff members to get vaccinated. 

PERSONAL PROPERTY
Personal toys, handheld video games, cellular phones, etc., are prohibited. Should 
any of these items be brought to Camp, they will be confiscated and secured until 
the end of the camp day. Items will be returned to the parent/guardian at pick-up.

MEDICATIONS AND SAFETY 
We strongly prefer that all medication be administered at home. However, we will 
administer prescription medication to a child after a parent completes and signs an 
authorization form, including the child’s name, what the medicine is intended for, 
the date, dosage, and time the Center employee is to administer medication. This in-
formation must match what is on the container. The medicine must be in its original 
container labeled with the child’s full name and prescription label in-tact. Medication 
will not be administered with an expired date. The Director, Assistant Director, or 
designated person-in-charge will administer the medicine. 
The only over-the-counter medications we will administer are Children’s Tylenol or 
Children’s Motrin. They must be in the original pharmacy container and have the 
original label on them. It must have childproof caps and instructions for the age of 
the child intended. Any unused or out-of-date medications will be returned to the 
parent. Every dosage of medication given to a child while in our care will be docu-
mented and kept in your child’s file. 

LUNCHES
Lunches are the responsibility of the parent/guardian Mondays through Thursdays. 
Please ensure that your Camper’s first and last names are prominently written on 
both the lunch bag/container itself and the drink. On Fridays, lunch is provided for 
campers. 
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APPAREL 
Campers should wear apparel that promotes active participation in all camp func-
tions. Closed-toe shoes, shorts, and camp t-shirts are appropriate attire. As such, 
open-toed shoes are strictly prohibited. Campers must wear closed-toed water 
shoes during water activities. Campers are provided two Camp Kids of The Bend© 
t-shirts for the entire Camp. This t-shirt must be worn on all field trips to assist in 
the identification of campers. Campers may purchase additional t-shirts for a fee 
(see camp staff). On various days, campers may require the use of appropriate 
swim attire. Campers will be given notice of these needs in advance. Parents will 
be notified of any campers wearing items deemed inappropriate. In such instanc-
es, the Camp
will provide the Camper a t-shirt to wear. Unsuitable items retained by camp staff 
will be returned to the Camper’s parent/guardian at the end of the camp day. The 
Camper’s parent/guardian will be reminded of the child’s clothing expectations.

MOVIES 
All movies shown either on-site or at the movie theater will be rated P.G.or G.

ARTS & CRAFTS 
Camp staff will seek to bring out all creative aspects of your Camper through ar-
tistic expression. Arts and crafts projects will be age-appropriate. Ample time, sup-
plies, and guidance will be provided for craft sessions. New craft and art projects 
this year will keep your child involved, intensifying their need to create! We hope 
that your Camper’s arts and crafts projects will enlighten them and unlock their 
creative nature, self-expression or promote a love they have already developed. 
(Due to Covid-19, Crafts will not be shared)

FIELD TRIPS & OUTINGS 
During each session, campers are taken on field trips. Your child must wear the 
designated clothing, including the Camp T-shirt, while attending all field trips. NO 
EXCEPTIONS! Transportation will be provided by a transportation contractor in 
an air-conditioned bus. Campers will conduct themselves with complete respect 
towards bus drivers, tour guides, the staff of visited locations, and any other per-
sons they may interact with (including other patrons). Camper will also have re-
spect for facilities and the property of others. Camp Kids of The Bend© will provide 
transportation for staff members and registered day campers only. Any additional 
persons wishing to attend trips with a camper must be referenced to Camp Kids 
of The Bend© staff before the trip/destination date. Any fees associated with the 
attendance of persons other than registered campers or camp staff are 
solely the individual’s responsibility. 

Should you seek to have your Camper leave a destination other than the Camp Kids of The 
Bend© (i.e., from a field trip destination, etc.), you must be a parent, guardian, or person 
who has already been listed on your child’s information form. If the individual seeking to 
pick up from the destination is not confirmed with the child’s information form as submit-
ted by the child’s parent or guardian, he/she will not be permitted to retain the Camper, as 
they are deemed unauthorized. A parent/guardian of each child going on a field trip must 
permit at least three (3) days in advance through a signed Field Trip Consent Form. Field 
trip information will be posted one week before the scheduled day of field trips. Children 
without signed Consent Forms will be regarded as non-permission to go and will remain 
at the center, or parents will have to find alternate care for the day.

The Center staff will ensure that a binder with medical consent forms and emergency 
contact information for each child is available. A written list will be given to each caregiver, 
and they will take headcounts constantly throughout the day. A first aid kit will be carried 
by a caregiver at all times. Caregivers will also wear the Camp T-shirt. Cellular phones and/
or walkie-talkies will be used as a means of communication with the center, parents, or in 
the event of an emergency. All caregivers on field trips will have C.P.R., First Aid, and rescue 
breathing training. 

BEHAVIOR MODIFICATION PROCEDURES 
All will have respect of self, respect of others, respect of the property. We fully understand 
that the behavior modification that would be appropriate for an 11-year-old would not be 
suitable for a 6-year-old. As such, age-appropriate behavior modification will be employed. 
If behavior modification needs to be imposed, one of the following will be the primary 
courses of action: 
• LEVEL 1 – Verbal Warning: That’s it, a verbal warning to remind the Campers of the rule 
broken and the next level. 
• LEVEL 2 – Meditation Time: The Campers will be removed from the group for personal 
meditation to think about his/her behavior. The student will also be reminded of the next 
level. 
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• LEVEL 3 – Physical Consequence: The Camper will be given a physical consequence such 
as pushups, situps, jumping jacks, or wall sits (all consequences will be monitored by a 
Lead Counselor and made 
age-appropriate) The Camper will also be reminded of the next level. 

• LEVEL 4 – Immediate Consultation: Meeting between camp staff, parent/guardian, and 
Camper. 
Fighting, discrimination of any sort, or destruction of other’s property, including the prop-
erty of other campers, Camp Kids of The Bend©, or any off-site location visited by the Camp 
Kids of The Bend© will result in a Level 4 or higher disciplinary action depending on the 
severity thereof. A camper may be suspended for as little as a day, or as much as a week, 

HEALTH CHECKS 
Your child’s safety and well-being is our number one priority. Daily health checks will 
be conducted on children in care. A visual assessment will be done when children are 
dropped off to identify potential health concerns, symptoms, or signs of illness, injuries, 
or changed behavior. Injuries, bruises, and unattended cuts will be documented and 
brought to the parent’s attention. To prevent and reduce the spread of communicable 
diseases, staff will take temperatures if a child seems warm or perspiring heavily. Staff will 
document findings, and they will be discussed with parents. Documentation will be kept 
on file to confirm communication. 

ILLNESS AND EXCLUSION POLICY 
Children will not be permitted to stay at the Camp when they are ill. We are not prepared 
to care for ill children. If your child becomes ill while in care, we will telephone you to pick 
them up. They will be separated from the other children and kept in a designated area 
with the Director or designated staff until you arrive. The following is our policy for specific 
ailments: 
• Children and staff who carry a temperature at or above 100°F will need to stay home at 
least 24 hours 
after the fever has gone away without the aid of a fever reducer. 
• Children and staff who experience severe aches and pain will need a doctor’s statement 
to return. 
• If your child has diarrhea or is vomiting, they will be required to stay home 24 hours 
beyond the 
last occurrence. 
• Staff that become ill will also be sent home and kept away from the children. 
• If the illness of a child or staff person is contagious, a sign stating that will be posted 
within 
48hrs and letters will be sent home with each child. The name of the individual will be 
kept confidential. A doctor’s statement or evidence that the child is free of fever and does 
not pose a threat to others is needed to return. 

T H E  F O R T B E N D  C H U R C H
POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
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First-aid kits are kept in the center and during transportation. All caregivers have received 
First Aid, C.P.R., and Rescue Breathing Certifications. If there is a life-threatening injury 
or illness to a child, the Director or designated person-in-charge will contact emergency 
personnel (911) and then contact the parent or legal guardian. If the parent cannot be 
reached, the Director will contact the child’s emergency contact. If the child must be 
transported to a medical facility, the Director or Person-in-charge will accompany the 
child and not leave until a parent arrives. The center will transport your child to the near-
est Emergency Room. Emergency consent forms will be taken. 

HEALTH HISTORY AND IMMUNIZATION POLICY 
A child shall show acceptable evidence of vaccination before entry, attendance, or trans-
fer to a childcare facility or public or private elementary or secondary school in Texas 
Children, especially those in groups, are more likely to get infectious diseases than are 
adults. As a child care provider, you will be exposed to infectious diseases more frequently 
than someone who has less contact with children. To protect yourself and the children 
in your care, you need to know what immunizations you received as a child and whether 
you had certain childhood diseases. If you are not sure, your health care provider can test 
your blood to determine if you are immune to some of these diseases and vaccinate you 
against those you are not immune to. The Advisory Committee on Immunization Prac-
tices has not developed official recommendations for vaccination of child care providers. 
We are happy to provide a list of the immunizations that C.D.C. believes are appropriate 
for child care providers, based on the official recommendations for vaccination of adults 
in other occupations and settings. 

Communicable Disease Outbreak: Staff will isolate the ill person(s) from the rest of the 
children in care. Staff will ensure the safety and supervision of children in care, gather the 
children in the playroom and help them to remain calm, and follow the above procedures 
as necessary, including contacting the appropriate authorities and the children’s parents. 

TRANSPORTATION 
Upon enrollment, parents will complete an Authorization for Transportation form that 
either grants or does not grant Camp KOB staff permission to transport their child during 
pick-ups and drop-offs to field trips. A detailed permission form will be sent home to par-
ents for signature when planned field trips are scheduled. Field trips will also be posted 
on the monthly calendar. Parents are always welcome to accompany the center on field 
trips. 

RELEASE OF CHILDREN 
Parents/guardians or designees are the only ones permitted to pick up a child. Upon en-
rollment, parents will fill out an Authorization for Release and designate persons allowed 
to pick up their child. We require a written request from the parents before allowing an-
yone not listed on the release form to pick up their child. Telephone authorization is not 
permitted. The person picking up your child will be required to show valid government-is-
sued picture identification (Driver’s License, TDPS Identification card, etc.).

EMERGENCY EVACUATION PLAN 
In case of an emergency, the staff is prepared to provide safe relocation of the children. 
Fire, evacuation, and weather drills are conducted monthly at the center. Children will 
be accounted for by both the teachers and Director using a written daily attendance log. 
If evacuation is necessary, all students will exit the building according to the evacuation 
plan located in each room. All children and staff will then reconvene to the Southside of 
the church in the green space area for further instructions. Cellular phones will be used 
to communicate with parents, Licensing, and local authorities. A file with permission to 
transport, seek medical attention, and emergency numbers will be on hand. 

WATER ACTIVITIES 
In the summer months, we plan to have splash days. This primarily includes water toys, 
water mats, and sprinklers. Parents are to provide swim clothes, water shoes, a towel, and 
apply sunscreen before arrival at the center. Children can come dressed in their swim 
clothes, and the staff will change them out of their wet garments following outside play. 
Splash days will be every Friday unless otherwise posted. There will be adequate 
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supervision for all safe water activities, but if you would like to opt-out of water play for 
your child, please let the center know during enrollment. SUNSCREEN 
All staff and children will apply SPF30+ broad-spectrum, water-resistant sunscreen 20 
minutes before going outdoors and reapply every 2 hours. Sunscreen is stored in a cool, 
dry place and the use-by-date monitored. 

Role Modelling 
Staff will act as role models and demonstrate sun-safe behavior by wearings hats, sun-safe 
clothing, sunglasses, and applying SPF30+ broad-spectrum water-resistant sunscreen.
Families and visitors are encouraged to role model positive sun-safe behavior. 

INSECT REPELLENT
Insect repellent may not be used on an infant under 2 months of age. Insect repellent 
should be used only when recommended by public health authorities or requested by a 
parent/guardian. The repellent should contain a concentration of 30% DEET or less. Re-
pellents not containing DEET may only be used if safe for the age of the particular child. 
Oil of lemon and eucalyptus products may not be used on children under the age of 3. 
Insect repellent should be applied to a child’s skin only once a day, but may be sprayed 
on clothes for later trips outside. School-age children may apply insect repellent to them-
selves with adult supervision for proper application. Sprayed clothing is returned home at 
day’s end to be laundered. Exposed skin should be washed off with soap and water after 
a child returns indoors. 

PROVIDED BY PARENTS 
We will try as much as possible to keep your child clean while in our care. Please recog-
nize that accidents will happen! We ask that you please provide an extra set of clothing for 
your child, as we only keep a limited supply of emergency clothes on hand. 
Parents must also provide the following items: 
• A Change of Clothing for all Pre-K Students and wipes as necessary. Our caregivers will 
let you know when they need to be replenished. 
• Blanket and a small pillow. 
• Towels as required for water activities 
• Good personal hygiene practices for your child (shower, brushing teeth, groomed hair, 
appropriate clothing, and comfortable, closed-toe footwear for active play. 
• Any supplies as noted during enrollment 

We ask that personal toys, games, and items of high dollar value be kept at home. We are 
not responsible for lost or stolen video games, etc. 

CONCERNS AND GRIEVANCES (REVIEW AND DISCUSS) 
If you have a concern, question, or suggestion regarding your child’s care or the policies 
of this center, you may address it with your child’s teacher or the Center Director. Please 
call the center or send the Director, Rev. Michael Haywood by email at  For any reason 
your complaint or concern is not resolved, you may contact the local Texas Department of 
Family and Protective Services Office per the contact info below. 

LICENSING INFORMATION 
We adhere to the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services minimum stand-
ards set by the state. You may view these at the center or online by visiting www.dfps.
state.tx.us. 
Our Camp is inspected regularly, and the inspection reports are available for you to review. 
The most recent Licensing Inspection Reports and the Fire and Health Inspection Reports 
are available on the Bulletin board in the Reception Area. You may also view information 
about the center at www.dfps.state.tx.us or ask the Director for assistance. If you wish to 
contact childcare licensing at any time, you may do so by calling their main number at 
713-940-5200. The local TDFPS office is located at 9702 Bissonnet Suite 2200W, Houston, 
TX 77036 

All suspicions of child abuse and neglect must be reported by calling 1-800-252-5400. 
Our staff has the responsibility of recognizing and reporting child abuse and child 
neglect. All staff has received training in recognizing abuse and neglect. The Director will 
hold abuse and neglect training at the center and seek outside sources to educate staff. 
If you feel that you or any child is a victim of abuse please speak to the Director or Person 
in Charge. Any information given will be handled in confidence.
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HEALTH CHECKS 
Your child’s safety and well-being is our number one priority. Daily health checks will 
be conducted on children in care. A visual assessment will be done when children are 
dropped off to identify potential health concerns, symptoms, or signs of illness, injuries, 
or changed behavior. Injuries, bruises, and unattended cuts will be documented and 
brought to the parent’s attention. To prevent and reduce the spread of communicable 
diseases, staff will take temperatures if a child seems warm or perspiring heavily. Staff will 
document findings, and they will be discussed with parents. Documentation will be kept 
on file to confirm communication. 

ILLNESS AND EXCLUSION POLICY 
Children will not be permitted to stay at the Camp when they are ill. We are not prepared 
to care for ill children. If your child becomes ill while in care, we will telephone you to pick 
them up. They will be separated from the other children and kept in a designated area 
with the Director or designated staff until you arrive. The following is our policy for specific 
ailments: 
• Children and staff who carry a temperature at or above 100°F will need to stay home at 
least 24 hours 
after the fever has gone away without the aid of a fever reducer. 
• Children and staff who experience severe aches and pain will need a doctor’s statement 
to return. 
• If your child has diarrhea or is vomiting, they will be required to stay home 24 hours 
beyond the 
last occurrence. 
• Staff that become ill will also be sent home and kept away from the children. 
• If the illness of a child or staff person is contagious, a sign stating that will be posted 
within 
48hrs and letters will be sent home with each child. The name of the individual will be 
kept confidential. A doctor’s statement or evidence that the child is free of fever and does 
not pose a threat to others is needed to return. 

REVISED MAY 18, 2020 
MINIMUM STANDARD HEALTH PROTOCOLS 

CHECKLIST FOR CHILD CARE FAMILIES Page 1 of 3 
The virus that causes COVID-19 can infect people of all ages. While the risk of serious 
illness or loss of life is greatest in those 65 years and older, persons in every age group can 
get COVID-19 and some will have a severe illness, especially if they have serious underlying 
medical conditions, such as heart disease or compromised immune systems. 

We should all be thankful that, with rare exceptions, COVID-19 is not claiming the 
lives of our children. However, we can never forget that a child with a mild or even 
asymptomatic case of COVID-19 can spread that infection to others who may be 
far more vulnerable. 
COVID-19 is spread from person to person through contact that is close enough to share 
droplets generated by coughing, sneezing, speaking, and even just breathing. COVID-19 
can also be spread by touching objects where contaminated droplets have landed. 
Because of this easy manner of transmission, an infant, child, or young person who is 
infected with COVID-19 can spread the infection to others they come in close contact 
with, such as members of their household, teachers, or other caregivers. We have learned 
that infected persons with mild or even no symptoms can spread COVID-19. 

These facts are vitally important when considering the reopening of schools, daycares, 
youth camps, and other places that provide care and education for our children. 
One thing is for certain: education and childcare are essential and we must find 
reasonably safe ways to restore these services so that our children can be cared for, 
educated and their parents and guardians can return to work. We must find ways to 
protect our children from COVID-19 to ensure that they do not bring the infection to 
others, such as other household members, who may be at high risk for a severe infection 
or even loss of life. 

For adults in the workplace or other public spaces, we are confident that if certain 
measures such as cloth face coverings or non-medical grade masks, respiratory etiquette, 
frequent hand washing/hand sanitation, and environmental cleaning and sanitizing are 

REVISED MAY 18, 2020 

MINIMUM STANDARD HEALTH PROTOCOLS 
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widely observed, we can then proceed with reopening Texas in a safe and measured way. 
However, some of the protective measures that we can expect from adults, such as wear-
ing cloth face coverings and maintaining distance from one another are, for a variety of 
reasons, simply not possible for infants, children, and youth to practice in schools, day-
cares and youth camps. In some cases, the child will be too young to understand and 
practice these precautions. We cannot, for example, expect a group of toddlers or school-
children not to engage in interactive play or share toys. 
All of these factors mean that while certain precautions against the spread of COV-
ID-19 can and will be applied to schools, daycares, and youth camps, the infection 
control measures that can be put in place in these settings will differ somewhat from 
those that are suitable for other social, business and commercial settings. 
Therefore, every child care provider who is responsible for providing care or education 
for infants, children, and youth in these settings must be aware of these facts and be 
willing to comply with the infection control measures that will be in place in these set-
tings. Parents or guardians should monitor the health of their children and not send 
them to the program if they are displaying any symptoms of COVID. Parents or guard-
ians should seek COVID testing promptly and report results to the program given the 
implications for other children, families, and staff. Individuals aged 65 or older are at 
a higher risk of COVID-19. Parents or guardians should protect any vulnerable persons 
who are members of the same household or come into frequent, close contact with 
infants, children, and youth who attend daycare. REVISED MAY 18, 2020 

The following are the minimum recommended health protocols for all child care centers 
choosing to operate in Texas. Child care centers may adopt additional protocols consist-
ent with their specific needs and circumstances to help protect the health and safety of 
all employees and children. 
The virus that causes COVID-19 can be spread to others by infected persons who have few 
or no symptoms. Even if an infected person is only mildly ill, the people they spread it to 
may become seriously ill or even die, especially if that person is 65 or older with pre-exist-
ing health conditions that place them at higher risk. Because of the hidden nature of this 
threat, everyone should rigorously follow the practices specified in these protocols, all of 
which facilitate a safe and measured reopening of Texas. The virus that causes COVID-19 is 
still circulating in our communities. We should continue to observe practices that protect 
everyone, including those who are most vulnerable. 
Please note, public health guidance cannot anticipate every unique situation. Child care 
centers should stay informed and take additional actions based on common sense and 
wise judgment that will protect health and support economic revitalization. Child care 
centers should also be mindful of federal and state employment and disability laws, 
workplace safety standards, and accessibility standards to address the needs of both 
workers and customers. Federal and state regulations regarding child care centers should 
be followed. 
Health protocols for families whose children attend child care: 
Those 65 and older are at high risk of serious injury or death from COVID-19. 75% of 
deaths in Texas are from those in the over-65 population. Therefore, children in 
daycare should minimize in-person contact with any person 65 years of age or older, 
especially those with pre-existing health conditions. This includes maintaining social 
distancing of at least 6 feet separation from those individuals, wearing a face-covering 
or mask, and avoiding sharing utensils or other common objects with those 
individuals. 

CHILD CARE FAMILIES 

About minimum health protocols:
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Follow the drop-off procedures proscribed by your child care provider. 

Maintain at least 6 feet of separation from other individuals. If such distancing is not fea-
sible, other measures such as face-covering, hand hygiene, cough etiquette, cleanliness, 
and sanitation should be rigorously practiced. 

Screen yourself and your child before going into a child care center for any of the follow-
ing new or worsening signs or symptoms of possible COVID-19: 

Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing

Feeling feverish or a measured temperature greater than or equal to 100.0 
degrees Fahrenheit

Known close contact with a person who is lab-confirmed to have COVID-19 

CHILD CARE FAMILIES 

About minimum health protocols:

     Wash or disinfect hands upon entering the child care center and after any interaction 
with employees, other customers, or items in the center. 

      Consistent with the actions taken by many individuals across the state, consider wear-
ing cloth face coverings (over the nose and mouth) when dropping your child off, or when 
within 6 feet of another person who is not a member of the individual’s household. If 
available, individuals should consider wearing non-medical grade face masks. 

      Wash or sanitize hands after dropping off your child. 

      Think carefully about how you prepare your child’s lunch or drinks for the day. Consider 
disinfecting reusable items every evening and before leaving for the day. 

     Pack extra changes of clothes for your child, as child care centers are being asked to 
change children’s clothing more regularly to prevent disease spread. 

       Avoid sending in toys that cannot be cleaned daily into the child care center. If you do 
allow your child to bring in a toy from home, these toys should be cleaned every day when 
the child comes home and every morning before the child leaves. 

      Avoid sending items from your home for activities such as show and tells. 

      Parents should be aware of the risk to individuals 65 years of age or older from a child 
who could show no signs of the virus. 

MINIMUM STANDARD HEALTH PROTOCOLS 
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